. This is a coronal CT image of a temporal bone with no known middle ear pathology. It passes through the temporal bone at the level of the cochlea, and uses a bone window algorithm with a window width of 4,000 H. The scutum can be identified as the sharp-edged superomedial border of the external auditory canal (white arrowhead). . This is a coronal CT image passing through the level of the cochlea in a patient with chronic middle ear effusion. The tympanic membrane was intact, with no evidence of attic retraction pockets. The CT scan was taken four days after myringotomy with aspiration of the middle ear fluid. Persistent clear fluid draining from the ear raised the suspicion of a CSF leak. This scan was radiologically interpreted as a case of cholesteatoma, although the scutum is not blunted (white arrowhead), and clinical examination did not show any evidence of such pathology. This case illustrates the need for clinicians to be vigilant in corroborating a radiologic diagnosis of cholesteatoma.
